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and that we were not tempted by the hope of sharing the
spoils in the division of France, nor by the prospect of
crushing all democratical principles all over the world at one
blow.1' It Is difficult to imagine any single event which
would have given such a shock to the whole system of
Europe as the partition of France, which, amongst other
things, would have made Austria and Prussia into maritime
powers, and yet Pitt's Cabinet were ready to see it con-
summated not merely In indifference but with something
very much like sympathy. When France drove out her
enemies and began to cherish dreams of conquest of her own,
her ambitions were treated as Immediate dangers. If despotic
powers liked to dismember one kingdom, and to start out to
dismember another, the vigilant policeman of Europe could
watch undismayed and undispleased.
Fox saw clearly the dangers of the Coalition. He saw
first of all that it Implied a right of Interference that was fatal
to the Independence of nations. He saw also that It could
only act as a lash on the spirit and the wild terrors of France,
His policy was not a policy of neutrality, but a policy of
mediation. He wished England to mediate in order to
protest against a dangerous doctrine, to save France from
an unjust war, and Europe from the scourge of her retalia-
tions. " His opinion was, that from the moment they knew
a league was formed against France, this country ought to
have Interfered; France had justice completely on her side
when we by a prudent negotiation with the other powers
might have prevented the horrid scenes which were after-
wards exhibited, and saved, too, the necessity of being
reduced to our present situation. We should by this have
held out to Europe a lesson of moderation, of justice, and of
dignity, worthy of a great empire ; this was his opinion with
respect to the conduct which ought to have been adopted,
but it was what ministers had neglected. There was one
general advantage, however, resulting from this; it taught
the proudest men in this world that there was an energy in
the cause of justice which when once supported, nothing could